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LIBERTY CORNER, N.J., Nov. 30, 2021 - Celebrating the many golfers who have sung the blues after a round
or danced a jig on the 18th green, the United States Golf Association has released a first-of-its-kind
collection of musical stories from golf’s first Golden Era.

Chronicling more than 600 pieces of music with golf-related themes, “Swing Time: A Celebration of Golf
and Music, 1870 to 1939” is a must-have for golf collectors, golf historians, golf fans and music lovers.
Pieces such as “The Col. Bogie Tango” and “Every Golfer Always Has an Alibi” come to life in the 336-page
hardbound book, illustrated with 185 full-color images of rare sheet music and the stories that describe
their unique place in history.

Published in conjunction with Grant Books and co-authored by Rand Jerris and Peter N. Lewis, the book is
now available at usgapublications.com. All proceeds from the book’s sales will be reinvested to fund the
USGA Golf Museum and Library’s care of significant artifacts and archival materials in support of its mission
to celebrate golf history.

“Golfers experience a full range of deep emotions - love, hate, passion, laughter, despair and joy - all in a
single round,” said Jerris. “It's no surprise that the game has inspired countless art forms, especially music,
to showcase those feelings. Every rhythm, swing thought, success and failure comes with a song and a
dance. Our hope is that this book will make you laugh, make you want to sing, and help you better
understand the culture of the game as it has never been explored before.”

Among the many worldwide examples featured in the book are, “Goufin,” dedicated to the legendary
Scottish professional Old Tom Morris; and “Golf Polka,” written in 1893 and dedicated to Theodore
Havemeyer, who would become the first president of the USGA one year later. Havemeyer donated the
original trophy for the U.S. Amateur Championship and co-founded Newport Golf Club, which hosted the
first U.S. Amateur and U.S. Open Championships in 1895.

Golf waltzes, marches, two-steps, tangos and other dance songs - such as the “The Golfing Blues Fox Trot”
- combine with golf lullabies, love songs (“Oh Won't You Be My Caddy Boy!”) and more. The international
nature of golf music is highlighted through works that were published in Scotland, Ireland, France, England
and Canada, in addition to the United States.

Women, caddies, professionals and amateurs get equal treatment through nearly 70 years of music,
complemented by a rich collection of colorful cover illustrations depicting the era’s fashions, fads and
leading personalities.

“Swing Time” also showcases songs from stage and screen musicals, with lyrics by leading composers such
as P.G. Wodehouse, Ira Gershwin, and Cole Porter. The shows featured include the first three Broadway
musicals devoted to golf - “Kid Boots” (1923), “Top Hole” (1924) and “Follow Thru” (1929). In the wake of
the advent of sound in the movies, films such as “Love in the Rough” (1930), “Show Boat” (1929 and 1936)
and “Safety in Numbers” (1930) all featured golf lyrics.

“The golf songs in musicals are part of the plot and sung by characters,” Lewis said. “They were mainly
musical comedies, so there is a lot of humor in the lyrics. Furthermore, there were even two golf-themed
ballets, the ultra-chic “Le Train Bleu” and the avant-garde “Le Tournoi Singulier,” both produced in Paris in
1924. Discovering these golf-related musical shows, movies, and ballets gives us a new perspective on the
history of the game.”

The result is an authoritative body of visual and musical artwork - compiled to entertain and enlighten fans
of the game from any generation.

Limited to 1,500 copies, the book retails at $50 and was produced and printed through the generosity of a


https://bit.ly/3D0QO61

private donor.

About the USGA Golf Museum and Library

The USGA Golf Museum and Library is the nation’s oldest sports museum and the world’s leading
institution for the collection, preservation, interpretation, and dissemination of golf history. Its collections,
the world’s largest and finest related to the game, include more than 70,000 catalogued artifacts, 750,000
photographs, 200,000 hours of footage and more than 100,000 library items in more than 25 languages
that document the history of the game from its origins to the present. For more information, see
usga.org/museum.

About the Authors

Rand Jerris, Ph.D. joined the USGA in 1988 as an intern for nine summers at the organization’s golf
museum and library while completing his undergraduate and graduate studies, eventually assuming the
position of librarian/historian in 1999. He then served as director of the Museum from 2002 to 2011 and
remains active in researching and promoting the history of the game, with an emphasis on the history of
golf course architecture and golf art. He holds a doctorate in art and archaeology from Princeton University
and bachelor’s and master’s degrees from Williams College.

Rand has authored three books: “Golf’'s Golden Age: Robert T. Jones Jr. and the Legendary Players of the
"10s, '20s, and "30s;” “The Game of Golf and the Printed Word: 1566-2005,” with co-author Richard E.
Donovan; and “The Historical Dictionary of Golf,” with co-author Bill Mallon. For his work with Donovan,
Jerris was awarded the Murdoch Medal by the British Golf Collectors Society in recognition of outstanding
contributions to the game’s history. In 2015 he received the prestigious Schroeder Award from the
International Sports Heritage Association in recognition of meritorious service to the sports heritage
industry and its community.

Peter N. Lewis was the director of the British Golf Museum for 20 years and was The R&A’s director of
historical research when he retired in 2016. He holds one undergraduate and two postgraduate degrees in
history from the University of London.

Peter has written or co-authored more than 90 articles and books. The British Golf Collectors’ Society
awarded him its Murdoch Medal in 1999 for his research and documentation of the history of golf, writing
“The Dawn of Professional Golf” and for co-authoring “Challenges & Champions: The Royal & Ancient Golf
Club 1754-1883.” He was awarded its President’s Medal in 2011 for the year’s outstanding article, “The
Whims of Change,” in the Society’s magazine, Through the Green. His book “Why Are There Eighteen
Holes?” won the USGA’S 2016 Herbert Warren Wind Book Award for outstanding contributions to golf
literature.

About the USGA

The USGA is a nonprofit organization that celebrates, serves and advances the game of golf. Founded in
1894, we conduct many of golf's premier professional and amateur championships, including the U.S. Open
and U.S. Women'’s Open. With The R&A, we govern the sport via a global set of playing, equipment,
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sustainable game for the future. The campus is also home to the USGA Golf Museum, where we honor the
game by curating the world’s most comprehensive archive of golf artifacts. To learn more, visit usga.org.
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