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LAUSANNE, SWITZERLAND (October 22, 2020) – The International Golf Federation has announced that the
Emirates Golf Federation will host the 2023 World Amateur Team Championships, as voted upon Tuesday
during the IGF biennial meeting, which was held virtually.

This marks the first time the event, which dates back to 1958, will be held in the Middle East. The Emirates
Golf Federation was selected over the Singapore Golf Association after the two were identified as the
finalists by the IGF Bid Panel from an initial group of eight National Federation members that had
expressed interest in hosting the biennial team event for men and women.

“Both candidates provided exceptionally strong bid proposals, which was duly noted by both the IGF
Administrative Committee and the IGF Bid Panel,” said Antony Scanlon, Executive Director of the IGF. “We
greatly appreciate the interest and strong case presented by the Singapore Golf Association. At the same
time, the Emirates Golf Federation made a compelling case that resonated with our member organisations
and we’re very excited to be holding our first World Amateur Team Championships in the Middle East
region. We look forward to working with the Emirates Golf Federation to deliver a memorable event and
experience for the athletes in 2023.”

The Emirates Golf Federation presented the Greg Norman-designed Fire Course at Jumeirah Golf Estates in
Dubai as the host venue.

“It is an honor for the United Arab Emirates [UAE] and the Emirates Golf Federation to win the election for
the 2023 World Amateur Team Championships,” said H.E. Shaikh Fahim Bin Sultan Al Qasimi, Chairman of
the Emirates Golf Federation. “We would like to thank the International Golf Federation and their team for
working tirelessly with us on the bid application. We would also like to thank all of the IGF members for
their votes and giving us this opportunity. We look forward to welcoming all of the delegates and athletes
into the UAE. Golf in the UAE and region is continuing to grow and this event will further push our vision in
golf development. We are excited to work with the IGF and our partners in making this championship a
successful reality.”

In addition to being the first World Amateur Team Championships held in the Middle East, it also will be the
first to be held with a reduced scope of one golf course and a maximum of 36 teams to lessen the cost and
complexity of hosting the event, as approved at the IGF’s 2018 biennial meeting. Further, it will be the first
to be held on an odd year to avoid same-year conflict with future Summer Olympic Games and Youth
Olympic Games, following a decision by the IGF Administrative Committee to hold every future World
Amateur Team Championships beyond 2022 on odd years.

Consequently, the World Amateur Team Championships will be held one time in consecutive years, with
the 2022 Championships scheduled for two courses near Paris. Le Golf National, host of the 2018 Ryder
Cup Match and future host of the 2024 Olympic golf competition, and Golf de Saint-Nom-La-Bretèche, host
of 33 editions of the Lancôme Trophy as well as other esteemed international tournaments, will host the
men’s and women’s championships.

Dubai will represent the 30th women’s championship for the Espirito Santo Trophy and the 33rd men’s
championship for the Eisenhower Trophy, in light of the cancellation of the 2020 World Amateur Team
Championships due to the COVID-19 pandemic. In May, the IGF announced the cancellation of the event,
which was scheduled for this month. That decision followed the IGF’s announcement in February that the
event, originally to be held in Hong Kong, China, was moving to Singapore due to ongoing social unrest in
Hong Kong.

First held in 1958, the World Amateur Team Championships include up to 72 countries competing in 72
holes of stroke play competition. Each country fields two or three players with the two lowest scores
counting per round.  



 

About Emirates Golf Federation

The Emirates Golf Federation (EGF) was formed in 1995 and is the Governing Body of Golf in the United
Arab Emirates (UAE). The EGF administrates and provides the United States Golf Association (USGA)
Handicap System to all EGF members. The EGF sanctions all amateur and professional golfing events and
activities in the UAE.

The EGF is a non-profit organization with the goals and responsibility of increasing awareness and
participation in golf. The EGF actively conducts an Order of Merit Season, National Junior Development
Program, and Senior, Junior, and Ladies National Team Programs. The EGF and UAE golf clubs work closely
together to help shape the future of golf in the UAE.

 

About the International Golf Federation

The IGF is composed of 151 Member Federations, from 146 countries, representing more than 60 million
people who play golf. All national golf federations affiliated to the IGF are being included in the National
Olympic Committees (NOCs) of their countries. The IGF is recognized by the International Olympic
Committee (IOC) as the international federation for golf. In addition to the World Amateur Team
Championships, the IGF also organizes the golf competitions at the Olympic Games and the Youth Olympic
Games.

 

About the USGA
The USGA is a nonprofit organization that celebrates, serves and advances the game of golf. Founded in
1894, we conduct many of golf’s premier professional and amateur championships, including the U.S. Open
and U.S. Women’s Open. With The R&A, we govern the sport via a global set of playing, equipment,
handicapping and amateur status rules. The USGA campus in Liberty Corner, New Jersey, is home to the
Association’s Research and Test Center, where science and innovation are fueling a healthy and
sustainable game for the future. The campus is also home to the USGA Golf Museum, where we honor the
game by curating the world’s most comprehensive archive of golf artifacts. To learn more, visit usga.org.
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