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LIBERTY CORNER, N.J. (June 3, 2020) – The United States Golf Association (USGA) today
announced a number of exciting initiatives connected to the milestone 75th anniversary U.S. Women’s
Open Championship, which was originally slated for this week but will now be contested Dec. 10-13,
2020 at Champions Golf Club in Houston, Texas.

“The U.S. Women’s Open has played a significant role in the advancement of the women’s game for
the last 75 years,” said Mike Davis, USGA CEO. “As we reach this monumental occasion, we want to
thank and honor everyone who has been involved in the championship from the start – from the fans,
volunteers and staff to the champions and players themselves, by reliving memorable moments and
celebrating in Houston this December.”

In support of the historic milestone, the USGA has named three-time U.S. Women’s Open champion
Annika Sorenstam ambassador of the championship. Her wins in 1995 and 1996 made her the first
international player to win back-to-back titles, and she added a third victory with her playoff win in
2006. Sorenstam is one of six players to have won three or more Women’s Open titles, and the only
one to achieve the feat in the last 35 years. In 2012, she received the USGA’s Bob Jones Award, the
Association’s highest honor. Prior to the U.S. Women’s Open in December, Sorenstam will be
awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom.

“I am proud to represent the U.S. Women’s Open as their ambassador during this historic year,” said
Sorenstam, a native of Sweden. “The championship means a lot to me and my career, and I look
forward to celebrating and reliving moments that have meant so much not only to me, but the sport of
golf as a whole. It’s truly a special occasion for so many of us.”

To further commemorate this landmark, the USGA, in association with Rolex, has launched the U.S.
Women’s Open History Experience, a fully immersive timeline that brings the first 74 years of U.S.
Women’s Open Championships to life on uswomensopen.com. Through original broadcast footage,
archival photos and interviews with champions, fans will have the opportunity to relive moments that
are not only significant to the game, but also hold personal and sentimental meaning. From Babe
Didrikson Zaharias’ emotional comeback from cancer in 1954 to Se Ri Pak’s victory in 1998 that
inspired a new generation of champions, the Women’s Open Timeline chronicles the championship’s
history and impact since its founding in 1946.

VISUAL ASSETS

On what would have been championship Sunday (June 7), Fox Sports will replay on FS1 at 6 p.m.
EDT In Gee Chun’s 2015 U.S. Women’s Open victory, which took place in front of a record-setting
crowd at Lancaster (Pa.) Country Club.

Sunday, June 7: 2015 U.S. Women's Open at Lancaster Country Club, In Gee Chun (champion)

https://nam05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fuswomensopen.com%2F&data=02%7C01%7CJGeske%40USGA.org%7C633f193a4b2f47dbdde008d807cb347c%7C17abf7083a064391bdbd06808d1b9f81%7C0%7C0%7C637267916645327074&sdata=fc1MWuC53A024CoQMOyzIjaDc54cBJoUvzghS5LCdTA%3D&reserved=0
https://nam05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dropbox.com%2Fsh%2F8dibvbrjow33h7k%2FAAAQWfkahaRKaWnh5VTY5Ksba%3Fdl%3D0&data=02%7C01%7CJGeske%40USGA.org%7C633f193a4b2f47dbdde008d807cb347c%7C17abf7083a064391bdbd06808d1b9f81%7C0%7C0%7C637267916645337066&sdata=hTH3eHqKmM6N%2BTDpjbiE6BFoETnkua4tYVLvVu7C8Ww%3D&reserved=0


Golf Channel will also air several classic championship final rounds from 11 a.m.–1 p.m. EDT during
the originally scheduled championship week, including:

Thursday, June 4: 2007 U.S. Women’s Open at Pine Needles Lodge & Golf Club, Cristie Kerr
(champion)
Friday, June 5: 2010 U.S. Women’s Open at Oakmont Country Club, Paula Creamer (champion)
Saturday, June 6: 2011 U.S. Women’s Open at The Broadmoor, So Yeon Ryu (champion)
Sunday, June 7: 2014 U.S. Women’s Open at Pinehurst Resort & Country Club, Michelle Wie
(champion)

A Reunion of Champions that was scheduled for June at Champions Golf Club has been postponed and
will now take place during the 2021 U.S. Women’s Open at The Olympic Club in San Francisco due to
travel and safety uncertainties surrounding COVID-19. The event will bring together many of the 43
living champions for the first time since 2014. In addition to private reunion events, champions will
engage with fans, media and viewers throughout the week of the championship (June 1-6), including
serving as honorary starters, appearing in Fox broadcasts and on USGA channels, as well as
participating in special fan events, including autograph signings.

One notable former champion who will be missing from the event is Mickey Wright, who passed
away in February at age 85. The four-time U.S. Women’s Open champion was the first player to win
consecutive titles and was a staunch supporter of the USGA and a tireless advocate for women’s golf.
The 2020 U.S. Women’s Open will mark the first year that the champion’s medal is named in
Wright’s honor, as announced by the USGA in February.

The association’s celebration of the 75th U.S. Women's Open will ramp up beginning Saturday, Sept.
26 with a 75-Day Countdown to the championship. Throughout the countdown, unique and never-
before-seen content from all 74 previous U.S. Women’s Opens will be available to fans at
uswomensopen.com and on @USWomensOpen social media channels.

The U.S. Women’s Open has been at the forefront of women’s golf since its inception in 1946. In the
inaugural championship, Patty Berg defeated Betty Jameson to capture the title at Spokane (Wash.)
Country Club. That thrilling outcome set the stage for a championship that continues to advance
women’s golf while impacting the game around the world.

Conducted by the USGA beginning in 1953, the championship is the oldest event open to women
professional and amateur golfers. Amateurs as young as 11 years old have competed in the storied
event, but the lone amateur win came in 1967 from Catherine Lacoste of France.

Prior to 1987, three international players earned U.S. Women’s Open victories, but the playoff win by
England’s Laura Davies that year marked the true beginning of the championship as a global affair.
Since then, there have been 18 championships won by international players, including Se Ri Pak’s
1998 victory that truly changed the face of the game and brought unprecedented attention to the sport

https://nam05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fuswomensopen.com%2F&data=02%7C01%7CJGeske%40USGA.org%7C633f193a4b2f47dbdde008d807cb347c%7C17abf7083a064391bdbd06808d1b9f81%7C0%7C0%7C637267916645337066&sdata=lCUE1LsaTZCuuO02X2%2F2viKDYPqN92tGNKhpIqJIt5o%3D&reserved=0


in countries throughout Asia.

For more information, visit uswomensopen.com.

About the USGA
The USGA is a nonprofit organization that celebrates, serves and advances the game of golf. Founded
in 1894, we conduct many of golf’s premier professional and amateur championships, including the
U.S. Open and U.S. Women’s Open. With The R&A, we govern the sport via a global set of playing,
equipment, handicapping and amateur status rules. The USGA campus in Liberty Corner, New Jersey,
is home to the Association’s Research and Test Center, where science and innovation are fueling a
healthy and sustainable game for the future. The campus is also home to the USGA Golf Museum,
where we honor the game by curating the world’s most comprehensive archive of golf artifacts. To
learn more, visit usga.org.

For further information: Julia Pine, USGA Communications, 908-396-1561, jpine@usga.org

https://mediacenter.usga.org/press-releases?item=122774
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