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“ “We are thrilled to
introduce the Power
Method which will
significantly improve the
World Amateur Golf
Ranking,” said Jeff
Holzschuh, Chairman of
the WAGR Committee.
“We have listened to
feedback about WAGR
since its inception and
we believe this change
addresses many of the
challenges within the
previous system.”

USGA Media Center

LIBERTY CORNER, N.J. and ST ANDREWS, Scotland (November 20, 2019) – The USGA
and The R&A today announced the World Amateur Golf Ranking  (WAGR ) will be
determined by a new system called the Power Method beginning with the first
update in January 2020.
 
The Power Method aims to better reflect the current performance of golfers by
placing greater emphasis on current form and results by improving the algorithms
used to determine the WAGR.
 
In the new structure, every event in the world will earn a Power based on the
strength of its starting field which will then determine the total number of ranking
points on offer to the field. This will extend to a maximum of 1000 for amateur
events with players also able to gain ranking points from playing in professional
tournaments.
 
The Power Method can be applied to all competitive events: amateur, professional,
stroke play, match play, and can also cater to formats the previous system would not
accommodate, such as Stableford.
 
Ranking points will be allocated to players based on their overall finishing position in
the tournament rather than on the previous round-based allocation.
 
“We are thrilled to introduce the Power Method which will significantly improve the
World Amateur Golf Ranking,” said Jeff Holzschuh, Chairman of the WAGR
Committee. “We have listened to feedback about WAGR since its inception and we
believe this change addresses many of the challenges within the previous system.”
 
Professor Steve Otto, Director of Equipment Standards and Chief Technology Officer for The R&A, commented,
“The simplicity and elegance of the revised WAGR system will be of great benefit to competitive players at every
level.
 
“It will be easier for players to become ranked under the Power Method but with the system recognizing current
form and rewarding recent top results it will be tougher to remain ranked compared to the previous system.
 
“The Power Method will make WAGR a true indication of the ranking of the world’s best and leading amateur
golfers.”
 
To ensure WAGR is truly representative of the current competitive environment, event aging will also be
introduced as part of the Power Method to best reflect and reward players’ current form. Points from events within
the most recent 52 weeks of a player’s record will count at full value. From there, event points will reduce
proportionately, approximately two percent, per week before their removal after 104 weeks.
 
The divisors under the Power Method will also become event based versus the previous round-based divisor
scheme. Like the points, divisors will also be aged after 52 weeks. The new minimum divisors will be seven for
women and eight for men. Due to the aging of points and divisors under the Power Method, unlike the previous
system, minimum divisors will be the same for newly ranked and long-established players.
 
“We are grateful to our colleagues at The R&A for their work in developing this effort and their partnership in
bringing it to life,” said John Bodenhamer, USGA Senior Managing Director, Championships.

“As we have begun to discuss the upcoming changes to WAGR with various constituents, we have received great
feedback and believe this will be very warmly received by players and event organizers.”
 
About the USGA
The USGA conducts the U.S. Open, U.S. Women’s Open, U.S. Senior Open and the U.S. Senior Women’s Open, as
well as 10 amateur championships and international matches, attracting players and fans around the world.
Together with The R&A, the USGA governs the game worldwide, jointly administering the Rules of Golf, Rules of
Amateur Status, equipment standards and World Amateur Golf Rankings, with a working jurisdiction in the United
States, its territories and Mexico.
The USGA is one of the world’s foremost authorities on research, development and support of sustainable golf
course management practices. It serves as a primary steward for the game’s history and invests in the
development of the game through the delivery of its services and the work of the USGA Foundation. Additionally,
the USGA’s Course Rating and Handicap systems are used on six continents. For more information, visit usga.org.
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Based in St Andrews, The R&A runs The Open, elite amateur events, international matches and rankings. Together
The R&A and the USGA govern the sport of golf worldwide, operating in separate jurisdictions but sharing a
commitment to a single code for the Rules of Golf, Rules of Amateur Status and Equipment Standards. The R&A,
through R&A Rules Ltd, governs the sport worldwide, outside of the United States and Mexico, on behalf of over 36
million golfers in 143 countries and with the consent of 158 organisations from amateur and professional golf.
The R&A is committed to working for golf and supports the growth of the sport internationally and the
development and management of sustainable golf facilities.  For more information, visit randa.org.

For further information: Beth Major, bmajor@usga.org

https://mediacenter.usga.org/press-releases?item=122730

https://nam05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ficm-tracking.meltwater.com%2Flink.php%3FDynEngagement%3Dtrue%26H%3DI%252BqMhXDuIS2RujNbavWSOKShOr7Ezi73JeGvxlkJ09Qb0kDpZZQFeB8fPWxfor5x3JjgOeGs6wtJlSUigG1ht5YLCnnrvZhvpzlxqXFy%252Frr98Z21W3%252FYxQ%253D%253D%26G%3D0%26R%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Femea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com%252F%253Furl%253Dhttp%25253A%25252F%25252Ftracking.randa.org%25252Ftracking%25252Fclick%25253Fd%25253Ds0KhMKRF3c_TnwO40-mfG8Uvqhlt45h60ePUAnC8ROEtwSZ00AMBaqN9XtPmt9b742qtQOKbelYI7P50yg9PxEbj0th5ENSYqjeHfHpgDqiM0%2526data%253D02%25257C01%25257Cmikewoodcock%252540randa.org%25257C8eac21fed4884c74c99a08d5786a7200%25257C93ca5df0d6e647abafeae396686cc7fe%25257C0%25257C0%25257C636547320946487493%2526sdata%253D%25252Fa2YvsG6cMetP29iQlNkHNwVJsBib%25252B2aczDL6x%25252FLO70%25253D%2526reserved%253D0%26I%3D20191120132126.000009479042%2540mail6-46-ussnn1%26X%3DMHwxMDQ2NzU4OjVkZDUzYTA5ZmI1YzBkODI5ZGE0NWM1ZDsxfDEwNDY3NTk6dHJ1ZTs%253D%26S%3DZAONPbuDDkYcZqQY2uw9ZAjjq2OAVMvNa67QmOMiJqk&data=02%7C01%7Cjpine%40usga.org%7C7b2561d1ee90457db37908d76dbc8c63%7C17abf7083a064391bdbd06808d1b9f81%7C0%7C0%7C637098528923722761&sdata=bYpKgtcUYiW0uCCmd9izOulMlrKWJhScoN6%2FJHHQAeo%3D&reserved=0
https://mediacenter.usga.org/press-releases?item=122730

