USGA Media Center

LIBERTY CORNER, N.J. and ST. ANDREWS, Scotland (April 9, 2019) —The USGA and The R&A have provided a
clarification that introduces a Local Rule, allowing players to replace a broken or significantly damaged club, except in
cases of abuse.

Under the Local Rule, a club is “broken or significantly damaged” if it meets the following conditions:

o the shaft breaks into pieces, splinters or is bent (but not when the shaft is only dented)

o the club face impact area is visibly deformed (but not when the club face is only scratched)
o the clubhead is visibly and significantly deformed

o the clubhead is detached or loose from the shaft, or

o the grip is loose

However, a player is not allowed to replace his or her club solely because there is a crack in the club face or clubhead.
Committees can begin using this Local Rule immediately.
The complete language of this new Local Rule and other clarifications can be found here www.usga.org/rulesclarifications.

Clarifications will normally be updated on a quarterly basis in January, April, July and October. The next quarterly update
will be in July 2019.

About the USGA

The USGA conducts the U.S. Open, U.S. Women’s Open, U.S. Senior Open and the U.S. Senior Women’s Open, as well
as 10 amateur championships and international matches, attracting players and fans around the world. Together with The
R&A, the USGA governs the game worldwide, jointly administering the Rules of Golf, Rules of Amateur Status, equipment
standards and World Amateur Golf Rankings, with a working jurisdiction in the United States, its territories and Mexico.

The USGA is one of the world’s foremost authorities on research, development and support of sustainable golf course
management practices. It serves as a primary steward for the game’s history and invests in the development of the game
through the delivery of its services and the work of the USGA Foundation. Additionally, the USGA’s Course Rating and
Handicap systems are used on six continents. For more information, visit www.usga.org.

About The R&A

Based in St Andrews, The R&A runs The Open, elite amateur events, international matches and rankings. Together The
R&A and the USGA govern the sport of golf worldwide, operating in separate jurisdictions but sharing a commitment to a
single code for the Rules of Golf, Rules of Amateur Status and Equipment Standards. The R&A, through R&A Rules Ltd,
governs the sport worldwide, outside of the United States and Mexico, on behalf of over 36 million golfers in 143 countries
and with the consent of 156 organisations from amateur and professional golf.

The R&A is committed to working for golf and supports the growth of the sport internationally and the development and
management of sustainable golf facilities. For more information, visit www.randa.org.

For further information: Janeen Driscoll, USGA Director of Communications and Community Affairs, 908-326-1978,
jdriscoll@usga.org
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