
TH U.S. WOMEN’S OPEN CHAMPIONSHIP®

Conducted by the United States Golf Association®

The Olympic Club (Lake Course), San Francisco, California    |    June 3 – 6, 2021

NOTICE REGARDING COVID
Each individual player is responsible for understanding and complying with 

any travel restrictions and quarantine requirements and recommendations prior 
to registering for a specific qualifier and at the time of the competition. Please 
familiarize yourself with the requirements and guidelines for any state you may 
be traveling to or from before registering. Players will generally NOT be allowed to 
transfer sites after the close of entries. (see Transfer Policy in Informational PDF for 
more information).
Playing and Qualifying Site Protocol

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the Allied Golf Association may implement one 
or more of the following protocols at a USGA qualifier in order to conduct the quali-
fier in a safe manner for all players and staff.

• Limited or no practice rounds due to local/state regulations or host facility
 regulations.
• Temperature check and/or screening questions upon arrival at the host facility.
• A specified arrival time and/or limited use of the practice facility prior to the

start of your round.
• Caddies may be prohibited during the competition.
• Bottled water and Food & Beverage may not be available.
• Limited or no access to clubhouse or locker room.
• Electronic distribution of paperwork e.g. local rules, hole location sheet, etc…
• Electronic scoring using a mobile device and verbal confirmation of scores.
• A local rule for disturbed areas in bunkers where use of bunker rakes may be
 prohibited.
• Code of Conduct requiring the flagstick to remain in the hole where touching 

of the flagstick may be prohibited.
• Modifications to the hole i.e. PVC or pool noodle

Players, caddies and spectators attending may be required to wear a mask in 
public areas, at registration, at the starting tee, in the scoring area, and any other 
areas as dictated by the Allied Golf Association. Players, caddies and spectators may 
also be required to sign a waiver as dictated by the Allied Golf Association.

Failure to adhere to guidelines published by the Allied Golf Association conducting the 
qualifier may result in the withdrawal of the players’ entry and removal from the course.

Players may be prohibited from participating in a qualifier or USGA champion-
ship if they test positive for COVID-19 or exhibit COVID-19 symptoms. Players who are 
unable to participate in a qualifier or USGA championship due to COVID-19 will be 
refunded their entry fee (less any service charges).

All players who successfully qualify for a USGA championship will be required to 
follow all mitigation measures implemented by USGA with respect to COVID-19. These 
requirements are a condition of competition for all players. In particular, players, cad-
dies and others attending a USGA championship may be required to submit to COVID-
19 testing prior to arrival and on-site upon arrival at the championship, follow on-site 
protocols established by the USGA and comply with limitations set by the USGA on 
allowing guests at the championship.
ELIGIBILITY

Entries are open to female professional golfers, amateur golfers, and appli-
cants for reinstatement. Amateurs and applicants for reinstatement must have an 
up-to-date Handicap Index® not exceeding 2.4 under the Rules of Handicapping.
A Handicap Index must be issued from a “golf club” (as defined in the Rules of 
Handicapping book) that is authorized to use the Rules of Handicapping. The 
USGA accepts an up-to-date Handicap Index issued from the international body of 
golf that would be equivalent to a Handicap Index within the prescribed limit for 
entry into the Championship.

Age: Player’s date of birth is required on all USGA entry forms.
An application for a player who is a minor upon the date of submission, in the 

state in which she resides (e.g., New Jersey, under the age of 18) must be submitted 
by a parent/guardian, and list parent/guardian’s name, phone number, and email 
address. The parent/guardian must agree to be bound by all terms and conditions 
on their behalf and on behalf of the minor player.

Amateur Status: All amateur players must conform to the Rules of Amateur 
Status as approved by the United States Golf Association and The R&A. If the player 
will be participating in this competition as an amateur or applicant for reinstate-
ment and will be receiving expenses from sources other than family members to 
participate in this competition, please refer to Rule 4.

Anti-Doping Policy: Important information regarding the USGA Anti-
Doping Policy and drug testing at the Championship proper may be found at 
https://champ-admin.usga.org/player/articles/Anti-Doping.

ENTRY APPLICATIONS MUST BE RECEIVED BY USGA
NO LATER THAN 5 P.M. E.D.T. on WEDNESDAY, APRIL 14, 2021

Entry applications must be filed online at:
https://champ-admin.usga.org/player#/apply

Late applications are not acceptable
and will be automatically rejected.

(Entries by telephone, telegraph, mail or FAX are not acceptable.)
Time limit for entries means time of receipt at USGA (not time entry is transmit-
ted to USGA). Entries should be submitted early to allow ample time for delay or 
error in transmission. The risk of delay or error in transmission lies solely with the 
entrant and the USGA will have no liability with respect to any such delay or error 
and the consequences therefrom, including rejection of the entry.

ELIGIBILITY CONT.
Code of Conduct: The USGA may reject an entry application, revoke an accepted 

application, expel from the Championship and/or suspend a player from future cham-
pionships if the player engages in conduct detrimental to the integrity and image of the 
game of golf and/or public confidence in the USGA. Such conduct may include, but is 
not limited to, damage to the golf course or the player’s equipment, verbal or physi-
cal abuse of spectators, officials, volunteers, or staff, blatant or excessive profanity, 
disorderly behavior, failure to abide by club rules, violation of the USGA Championship 
Integrity Policy or any other unbecoming conduct. The USGA Championship Integrity 
Policy can be found at the USGA website, located at the following link: https://champ-
admin.usga.org/player/articles/usga-championship-integrity-policy.

Equipment Used for Medical Reasons: Players who wish to request permis-
sion to use a medical device due to a medical condition or injury and proceed under 
Rule 4.3b(1) of the Rules of Golf should refer to:
https://champ-admin.usga.org/player/articles/equipment-permitted-for-medical-reasons.

Gender Policy: Information regarding the USGA Gender Policy and additional 
entry requirements may be found at:
https://champ-admin.usga.org/player/articles/Gender-Policy.

Performance in Qualifying: If a player fails to return a score within 12 strokes 
of the Course Rating™, future entries for a U.S. Women’s Open Championship may 
be declined if documentation is not provided demonstrating that the player is 
capable of competing at the national championship level. Please note that players 
who “no card” are subject to receive a letter from the USGA under the same guide-
lines as those who do not return a score within 12 strokes of the Course Rating.

Withdrawal from Qualifying: A player who wishes to withdraw from  
Qualifying must notify the USGA (908-326-1950 or via e-mail at champs@usga.
org) and the Official in Charge prior to their scheduled Qualifying round. Failure to
do so may result in disqualification from future USGA competitions. 
ENTRIES: FORM, FEE, CLOSING DATE

All players, including those who are exempt, must file an entry application. 
Players must file online at the USGA website (www.usga.org). Only those players for 
whom blank entries are filed by the USGA as noted in the section on exemptions will 
not be required to submit entry applications. Only one entry may be filed per player. 
The USGA reserves the right to disqualify anyone who submits more than one entry.

Entry fee of $200 must be paid by every player. Players who withdraw prior to 
close of entries will receive a refund less a service charge. Players who withdraw after 
close of entries, but prior to the qualifier, will not be issued a refund unless the rea-
son for withdrawing is medically related. Players can withdraw by logging into their 
account and clicking on the WITHDRAW tab. If a player is forced to withdraw due to 
newly instituted travel restrictions mandated by state/local government or the Allied 
Golf Association (i.e. travel restrictions that were not in place prior to close of entries) 
and the player is unwilling or unable to transfer sites, a refund (less the service 
charge) will be issued. No refund for any reason after June 3. Service charge is $35.

SCHEDULE
Competition will be in two stages, at stroke play:
1. Qualifying–36 holes: For all except exempt players listed herein. See

schedule.
2. Championship–72 holes: 156 players eligible, comprised of place-winners in 

Qualifying Rounds and those exempt from qualifying.
 T, J 3: Round 1, 18 holes.
 F, J 4: Round 2, 18 holes.
60 lowest scorers and any tying for 60th place for first 36 holes continues play; 

remainder eliminated after 36 holes.
 S, J 5: Round 3, 18 holes.
 S, J 6: Round 4, 18 holes.
Lowest scorer for 72 holes will be the champion. In the event of a tie for the 

Championship, a two hole play-off will be held immediately following play. The 
winner will be the player with the lowest aggregate score for the play-off holes. 
In the event of a further tie, play will immediately continue hole by hole until a 
champion is determined.

Players in the following categories will be eligible for exemption in the 2021 
Championship only. The USGA reserves the right to revise any of the exemption 
categories. Exemption under categories reserved for amateurs will be granted only 
to players who are currently amateurs, unless otherwise indicated. An amateur who 
is exempt into the Championship proper through a category reserved for amateurs 
becomes ineligible if she becomes a professional before beginning play or during 
the play of the Championship, unless otherwise indicated. Exempt players who 
wish to participate in the Championship must file an entry, except those players for 
whom blank entries are filed as noted below.
1. Winners of the U.S. Women’s Open Championship for the last 10 years

(2011-2020):
2011-S Y R 2016-B L
2012-N Y C 2017-S H P
2013-I P 2018-A J
2014-M W 2019-J L6
2015-I G C 2020-A L K

2. From the 2020 U.S. Women’s Open Championship, the 10 lowest scorers and
anyone tying for 10th place:

A J J L6
M J A O
M K K P
A L K I P
J Y K H S

3. Winner of the 2020 U.S. Women’s Amateur Championship:
R Z

4. Runner-up of the 2020 U.S. Women’s Amateur Championship (must be an amateur):
G R

5. Winners of the ANA Inspiration Championship (2017-2021):
2017-S Y R 2020-M L
2018-P L 2021-
2019-J Y K

6. Winners of the KPMG Women’s PGA Championship (2017-2020):
2017-D K 2019-H G
2018-S H P 2020-S Y K

7. Winners of the Evian Championship (2016-2019):
2016-I G C 2018-A S
2017-A N 2019-J Y K

8. Winners of the AIG Women’s British Open Championship (2016-2020):
2016-A J 2019-H S
2017-I-K K 2020-S P
2018-G H

9. The top 30 point leaders from the 2020 LPGA Race to the CME Globe Final Points:
C B D K A N
A B S Y K A O
C C C K H Y P
A E L K I P
J E S N K M R
A E J K S Y R
G H M L M S
N H S L J S
B M. H G L A S
M J Y N J S

10. Winners of LPGA co-sponsored events, whose victories are considered
official, from the conclusion of the originally scheduled 2020 U.S.
Women’s Open Championship to the initiation of the 2021 U.S. Women’s
Open Championship. Only events that award a full point allocation for the
Race to the CME Globe are considered.
(NOTE: Blank entries will be filed by the USGA for players who become exempt 
after the close of entries.)

11. Winner of the 2021 Augusta National Women’s Amateur Championship
(must be an amateur).

12. Winner of the 2020 The Womens Amateur Championship staged by the R&A
(must be an amateur):

A K
13. Winner of the 2020 Mark H. McCormack Medal (Women’s World Amateur Golf 

Ranking) (must be an amateur):
R Z

14. From the 2021 Race to CME Globe, the top 10 point leaders through the 
close of entries on April 14, 2021. Players must select a qualifying site at 
the time of entry. (Must have filed an entry by April 14, 2021.)

15. From the current Rolex Rankings, the top 75 point leaders and anyone tying 
for 75th place as of April 14, 2021. Players must select a qualifying site at the
time of entry. (Must have filed an entry by April 14, 2021.)

16. From the current Rolex Rankings, the top 75 point leaders and anyone tying 
for 75th place as of May 17, 2021. (if not previously exempt.) Players must
select a qualifying site at the time of entry.
(NOTE: Blank entries will be filed by the USGA for players who become exempt 
after the close of entries.)

17. The top player from the 2020 China LPGA Tour Order of Merit who is not
otherwise exempt as of April 14, 2021 (close of entries).
(NOTE: Blank entries will be filed by the USGA for players who become exempt 
after the close of entries.)

18. Top finishers from the Ladies European Tour Investec South African Women’s
Open. The number of spots available will be determined at a later date.
(NOTE: Blank entries will be filed by the USGA for players who become exempt 
after the close of entries.)

19. Special exemptions as selected by the USGA. Must have filed an entry by
April 14, 2021. Deadline for submission of request: April 14, 2021. Players must
select a qualifying site at the time of entry.

EXEMPTIONS FROM QUALIFYING


