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LIBERTY CORNER, N.J. (July 7, 2020) – As the primary steward for preserving and celebrating the history of
the game, the USGA has expanded its extensive golf photography holdings with the recent acquisition of
the Howard Schickler Photography Collection, the world’s most significant private collection of original
early golf photography.

The collection contains more than 1,000 high-quality, historically and artistically important golf images
from the 19th and early 20th century. Many photographs feature top American and British golfers, both
men and women, from the mid-1800s to the 1970s. The collection was amassed over decades by collector
Howard Schickler, sourced from the collections of some of the game’s most influential figures, including the
personal collections of Old Tom Morris and F.G. Tait, the Auchterlonie and the Foulis families, the estate of
Billy Burke and the collections of Ed Dudley and Bernard Darwin.

Schickler’s love of golf began when he started playing the game at age 13 in New York City. As a longtime
curator and collector of fine art photography, Schickler brings a unique perspective to this collection.

“I have been mostly interested in the human story in all the collections I have personally built,” said
Schickler. “The collection in many ways tells the story, and to the extent important photographs are
dispersed in the marketplace, a cohesive story may be permanently lost. I tried to bring stability and
credibility to the collecting part by assisting other collectors, historians and auctions… and it made the
collection that I was building that much more worthy to stand the test of time.”  

Although the USGA Golf Museum was already home to the largest and most significant collection of golf
artifacts, library items, photographs and footage in the world, the images in the Schickler Collection
critically augment the Museum’s holdings related to early women’s golf, early American golf and major
tournament winners.

Specific highlights from the Schickler collection include:

- More than 800 images of USGA champions, including 148 images of early female champions.

- 49 large-format photos taken by famed golf photographer George Pietzcker.

- A set of four extremely rare gelatin prints of Lucy Barnes Brown, the first female USGA champion, and her
competitors at the 1895 U.S. Women’s Amateur.

- 31 photographs of Old and Young Tom Morris from the mid-to-late 1800s.

- 75 photographs documenting the 1911 U.S. Amateur at the Apawamis Club, the most comprehensive
collection of images of this championship.

A selection of the photos from the collection have been digitized and can be seen on usga.org. Additionally,
media may access certain photos here.

“It is vital that we continue to catalog golf’s greatest people, places and moments so that all those who
love the game can draw inspiration from them,” said Hilary Cronheim, director of the USGA Museum. “The
acquisition of Mr. Schickler’s photography collection ensures that this rich historical resource will be
preserved for future generations to enjoy.”

The photographs add to the USGA Golf Museum’s collection of more than 750,000 prints, slides, negatives
and digital images. The USGA’s digital photo archive contains nearly 375,000 images, including digitized
files of original back-and-white images from the beginnings of golf and photography in the United States,
as well as an extensive collection of contemporary images.  

Each year, more than 15,000 images are added to the collection from the USGA’s championships and other

https://www.usga.org/content/usga/home-page/articles/2020/07/historic-howard-schickler-photo-collection-acquired-by-usga.html
https://digitalarchives.usga.org/app/api/order/index.html#!/share/0e80f2eed56b4d039d6b8e1c85aed94c/name/Howard+Schickler+Collection


assignments, as well as through Museum donations and purchases. These images are used to share the
game’s rich story with audiences around the world.

The USGA Golf Museum is located on the campus of the USGA’s headquarters in Liberty Corner, N.J., with
an extensive digital catalog that can be found at usga.org. The commitment to the preservation and
celebration of golf history is part of the association’s mission to champion and advance the game and is
funded in large part by revenue generated from the U.S. Open.
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