USGA Media Center

FAR HILLS, N.J. and ST ANDREWS, Scotland, April 25, 2017 /PRNewswire/ -- The USGA and The R&A have
issued a new Decision on the Rules of Golf to limit the use of video evidence in the game, effective
immediately.

The two organizations have also established a working group of LPGA, PGA Tour, PGA European Tour,
Ladies European Tour and PGA of America representatives to immediately begin a comprehensive review
of broader video issues, including viewer call-ins, which arise in televised competitions.

New Decision 34-3/10 implements two standards for Rules committees to limit the use of video: 1) when
video reveals evidence that could not reasonably be seen with the "naked eye," and 2) when players use
their "reasonable judgment" to determine a specific location when applying the Rules. The full language of
the Decision can be found here.

The first standard states, "the use of video technology can make it possible to identify things that could not
be seen with the naked eye." An example includes a player who unknowingly touches a few grains of sand
in taking a backswing with a club in a bunker when making a stroke.

If the committee concludes that such facts could not reasonably have been seen with the naked eye and
the player was not otherwise aware of the potential breach, the player will be deemed not to have
breached the Rules, even when video technology shows otherwise. This is an extension of the provision on
ball-at-rest-moved cases, which was introduced in 2014.

The second standard applies when a player determines a spot, point, position, line, area, distance or other
location in applying the Rules, and recognizes that a player should not be held to the degree of precision
that can sometimes be provided by video technology. Examples include determining the nearest point of
relief or replacing a lifted ball.

So long as the player does what can reasonably be expected under the circumstances to make an accurate
determination, the player's reasonable judgment will be accepted, even if later shown to be inaccurate by
the use of video evidence.

Both of these standards have been extensively discussed as part of the Rules modernization initiative. The
USGA and The R&A have decided to enact this Decision immediately because of the many difficult issues
arising from video review in televised golf.

The standards in the Decision do not change any of the current requirements in the Rules, as the player
must still act with care, report all known breaches of the Rules and try to do what is reasonably expected in
making an accurate determination when applying the Rules.

Video-related topics that require a deeper evaluation by the working group include the use of information
from sources other than participants such as phone calls, email or social media, and the application of
penalties after a score card has been returned.

USGA Executive Director/CEO Mike Davis said, "This important first step provides officials with tools that
can have a direct and positive impact on the game. We recognize there is more work to be done.
Advancements in video technology are enhancing the viewing experience for fans, but can also
significantly affect the competition. We need to balance those advances with what is fair for all players
when applying the Rules."

Martin Slumbers, Chief Executive of The R&A, said, "We have been considering the impact of video review
on the game and feel it is important to introduce a Decision to give greater clarity in this area. Golf has
always been a game of integrity and we want to ensure that the emphasis remains as much as possible on
the reasonable judgment of the player rather than on what video technology can show."


http://www.prnewswire.com/
http://www.usga.org/rules-hub/decision-34-3-10--limitations-on-use-of-video-evidence.html

The USGA and The R&A will consider additional modifications recommended by the working group for
implementation in advance of Jan. 1, 2019, when the new code resulting from the collaborative work to
modernize golf's Rules takes effect.

About the USGA

The USGA conducts the U.S. Open, U.S. Women's Open and U.S. Senior Open, as well as 10 national
amateur championships, two state team championships and international matches, attracting players and
fans from more than 160 countries. Together with The R&A, the USGA governs the game worldwide, jointly
administering the Rules of Golf, Rules of Amateur Status, equipment standards and World Amateur Golf
Rankings. The USGA's reach is global with a working jurisdiction in the United States, its territories and
Mexico, serving more than 25 million golfers and actively engaging 150 golf associations.

The USGA is one of the world's foremost authorities on research, development and support of sustainable
golf course management practices. It serves as a primary steward for the game's history and invests in the
development of the game through the delivery of its services and its ongoing "For the Good of the Game"
grants program. Additionally, the USGA's Course Rating and Handicap systems are used on six continents
in more than 50 countries. For more information, visit http://www.usga.org.

About The R&A

Based in St Andrews, The R&A runs The Open, elite amateur events, international matches and rankings.
Together The R&A and the USGA govern the sport of golf worldwide, operating in separate jurisdictions but
sharing a commitment to a single code for the Rules of Golf, Rules of Amateur Status and Equipment
Standards. The R&A, through R&A Rules Ltd, governs the sport worldwide, outside of the United States and
Mexico, on behalf of over 36 million golfers in 140 countries and with the consent of 152 organizations from
amateur and professional golf.

The R&A is committed to working for golf and supports the growth of the sport internationally and the
development and management of sustainable golf facilities. For more information, visit www.randa.org.
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