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Q. It was a pretty steady round – would you categorize it as that?  
Ellen Port: Yup. Number one, it was really fun to play with Judith (Kyrinis) and Lara 
(Tennant) with all of the husbands and fathers. It was a great group that was very 
special in that sense and we all played fairly well, which was also nice. I had a 33 on the 
front and I rolled the ball really well. I got a little quick on two swings, which led to 
bogeys, and I had three bogeys and four birdies, but I had so many burn the edge with 
my putting and that’s always kind of been a… I havn’t felt like I’ve putted well in the last 
couple years so its nice when the ball is coming off well. So yeah. I was very pleased. I 
still get nervous. Everyone asks, ‘Why are you nervous?’ You know you really get the 
adrenaline going. To get that under your belt. Yeah. It was nice.  
 
Q: So there is always that feeling of anticipation?  
Yes, and we all know that golf is like. I’m bringing really solid golf into this. I won the 
north and south and like I said, I really havn’t been playing well for three years by my 
standards. I’ve finally played enough and competed enough where I’m not thinking 
about things and I can be more automatic. I’ve been stop and start and not as much 
golf. So its fun to bring in that game, but you cant ride on that. You just know that 
anything can happen on any given day and you have to take what you have out there 
and do with that. You know, this course is going to be tricky. If you get a little erradic 
and don’t get your irons…I had a lot of wedges into the green and I was a little 
disappointed that I didn’t put It closer. I pulled my irons and I think if there is anything to 
improve on its just being a little more of trying to get my wedges closer to the flag.  
 
Q: Obviously you had a very dominant performance at Pinehurst. Won by 13 
shots. Was that a case where everything was clicking and you’re just trying to 
carry that through?  
Ellen Port: Pinehurst and Donald Ross, that’s another Donald Ross, he’s always had my 
number. I’ve been there for 30 years to Pinehurst and never won anything. My first U.S. 
Am was there in 1989. I was just talking to this friend of mine here who, we hit off of 
zoysia, she was struggling off of the bent and I didn’t know how to come out of a sand 
trap or play bent back in 1989. Then the U.S. Open was there in ’96. I played in it and 
then the Senior Women’s Open and I just always had trouble with Donald Ross 
because I don’t see him very much. I don’t do a lot of bump and runs. I just think I saw 
the course and we played three different courses and I had never played. Last year I 
went and didn’t play two of the courses. So I... it just was… again my putting. I got a 
new putter for the first time in 20 years. I didn’t putt well down in Pinehurst but I hit my 
irons great and I don’t expect to make everything. I know you make 50 per cent of your 



six-footers, but I just didn’t make anything. So to get it all going together, and I’ve been 
a little skiddish with my driver. I’m very calculated when I know I’m not doing something 
well and trying to figure out why. Golf is just one big problem solving. The performance 
at Pinehurst was just so… I was so happy because I love Pinehurst. I love the tradition 
and its like home for me. I know so many people. It’s a very sentimental golf place. Its 
always good to win. Judith is coming off a great win and Lara is coming off of a good 
summer of golf. So to me that breeds confidence. I was very delighted with that victory. 
That putter boy trophy. I love that putter boy trophy. I’ve always wanted one of those. I 
came close in the regular north and south. I think I made the semis there and quarters a 
couple times, but never could do it. See? This old lady golf is fun. In senior golf, you 
have to golf your ball because there are a lot of good players. A lot of the 50-year-olds 
are just really good. There’s a group of us that started that at our age are just playing as 
good as we’ve ever played. Martha (Leach) is as good as she was when she won the 
Mid-Am. I feel like I’m still playing as well. So we have maintained her game. When 
that’s going to start going the other way I have no idea.  
 
Q: You must be encouraged because you said you had a lull for three years. A 
three-year drought of USGA championships?  
Ellen Port: Yeah. I just was out of sequence. I played awful last year. I made the cut in 
the Women’s Amateur and didn’t hit a solid shot. It was all just grinding and having a 
good attitude. It was really hard. Everybody has done it who plays golf. You have to 
have a season, usually I turn it around sooner, but it was a full season of playing in 
really neat events, but knowing that I was just out of sorts. Why? It’s the same person. 
I’m not doing much different. A little quick a little anxious. It’s golf. You just have to fight 
through the game and yourself. I’m glad to be here.  
 
Q: Today was a lot of greens and regulations obviously.  
Ellen Port: I didn’t miss many greens. I did. I hit a couple shots and that’s how I got my 
bogeys. I got quick. I get so much adrenaline going. There’s a balance. If I’m too lazy 
that’s not good. I just get a little excited to want to hit the shot. That’s my biggest issue. 
That’s how I am. You are who you are. Everyone who knows me knows that I’m wired a 
little bit. I’m wound a bit tighter than other people.  
 
 
 


