
April 28, 2019 – Abbey Daniel, 18, of Covington, La. and Kay Daniel, 48, of Covington, La. 
 
Q: This is not the first time you both have competed. How has this year different from the last time 
you played two years ago? 
 
Abbey: I’m a lot better golfer than I was two years ago. That helps a lot. Playing two years ago helped us 
to build a better team dynamic and get more comfortable playing as a team. 
 
Q: How often do you play golf recreationally?  
 
Abbey: We always play. Our entire family plays. My older brother and dad play golf too. We always have 
family matches every weekend. They get very competitive.  
 
Kay: We see the worst of all of us because we are all so competitive. Abbeys whole goal has been to hit 
it farther than mom and to annihilate me as often as she can. Now its not even close. Today I had on my 
cheerleading skirt and was cheering her on. I played awful and she played phenomenal even with a lot 
of pressure. I’m so proud and I am so glad she is mine. She made a long putt on 16. It was about 25 feet 
or so and I yelled “I love you, Abbey!” because I was out of it. She did so well. It was a lot of pressure.  
 
Q: Kay, how difficult was it passing the torch to your daughter? 
 
Kay: It wasn’t hard at all. She’s been a better golfer than me for several years now.  
 
Abbey: Distance wise I’m really starting to play 63 or 64 and it’s long.  
 
Kay: I hit a lot of fairway woods into the green and it’s hard to hold them. In the past, mentally, my short 
game has been stronger, but that is now where we have seen the most amount of growth with Abbey 
today. There were a lot of pressure situations and she stepped up.  
 
Q: Would you say that your strength in your short game helped today?  
 
Kay: You need the short game. These junior girls play a different game. They’re hitting driver wedge and 
I’m hitting driver fairway wood. Their length is astonishing. Junior golf has really changed since the days 
were six-year-old Kay was told, “nice and easy, Kay!” now its just “hit it as hard as you can and we will 
figure it out later”  
 
Q: How will your past USGA experience help you in your strategy if you move into the next phase of 
the championship?  
 
Kay: We play a lot of match play in general. Even growing up we always played match play. Abbey 
recently won a match play championship. Match play definitely plays to our strengths because then it 
becomes anybody’s game.  
 
Abbey: Just have to take it hole by hole and aim for a birdie every hole.  
 
Q: Is one of you more aggressive and one of you more conservative? 
 
Abbey: My mom tries to go in for par.  



Kay: Exactly. For the most part, I’m there to make a par. Abbey can be more aggressive flighting it in and 
landing and holding the greens and get the glory in the birdie putts. I tried to steal her glory on the last 
hole. I told her I would hole that last bunker shot, but I was about three inches short.  
 
 
 
 


