
Round 2 – June 1, 2018 U.S. Women’s Open Course Setup Notes from Shannon Rouillard 
  Weather Here is the 5 a.m. forecast from Thor Guard Chief Meteorologist Jake Swick and Alex Broom: 

As we discussed yesterday the radar does look pretty active to our northwest this morning. In fact we even have 
had a random couple of showers and storm pop up 20 miles away on the other side of Birmingham. Therefore 
we'll start off the morning with a 40% chance of a shower or storm before 8:30 AM. The good news is however 
that the larger scale activity 80-100 miles northwest is forecast to weaken over the next few hours and is not 
expected to actually make it to Shoal Creek. The bad news is that because it will fall apart around our area and 
due to the approaching upper level energy, we are going to have enough boundaries and instability in the 
atmosphere that we have to forecast a 60% chance of showers and storms this afternoon. The exact timing of 
showers and storms will depend on how fast we heat up and when that happens (mix of sun and clouds this 
morning), but the predominant thinking is that any time from 1 PM on we could be on the radar watch with the 
best chance coming closer to 2:30 to 5:30 PM - and we aren't completely out of the woods either through 7 
PM. There could even be a couple of strong to potentially severe storms this afternoon. Highs will top out near 88-
90 degrees before this afternoon's action and with dewpoints in the low to mid 70s, the heat index will be in the 
mid to high 90s for a time early to mid-afternoon.   
11 a.m. forecast 
That line of showers and storms to our northwest earlier this morning did end up weakening before getting to 
Birmingham. A second wave of showers and storms is redeveloping again to our northwest, this time closer to the 
upper level energy that is heading our way. As if that wasn't enough, pop up showers and storms out ahead of the 
main disturbance are already showing signs of developing as we head into lunchtime. This means we will be 
watching the radar very closely this afternoon with a 60% chance of being hit as showers and storms scatter all 
around Birmingham. Despite most of the action coming in the hit or miss variety, we will also have to be on the 
lookout for the potential of a strong to severe storm too. Temps at 11 AM are only in the lower 80s, but highs are 
still anticipated to reach the upper 80s with the heat index pushing the mid 90s briefly this afternoon. 
 

  Setup 
Specifics 

We were fortunate again to escape any rain last night. As such, we were able to get a single cut and roll on the 
putting greens last night. Morning maintenance included a double cut and roll on greens and mowing tees. On 
average, we achieved Stimpmeter readings in the 12’-12’6” range. We anticipate speeds settling out in the low 12’ 
range. With the lack of rain yesterday, the fairways have firmed up a bit from the day before. In addition, greens 
have gotten a little firmer, too. Winds are not projected to be a major factor again today, no more than 12 MPH. 
They will start out of the south, then move southwest midday, and late afternoon be out of the west. 

Hole Par Yardage  
1 4 366 This straightaway par 4 is playing a bit shorter today, due to the front hole location at 6-6R. Especially with a 

short club in the player’s hands, this hole is very accessible today. However, an approach shot past the hole will 
face a slippery putt coming back down the hill.  

2 4 387 With today’s hole location at 16-9L, the ideal tee shot will hug the right side of the fairway at the corner of this 
dogleg right. From the right side of the fairway, this angle of attack will avoid the player needing to hit over the 
left greenside bunker. Today’s hole on the second tier is hugging the slope off the left side of this green. 
Therefore, the best birdie opportunity will be from hole-high right. 



3 5 513 From tee to green the strategy of this hole does not change much. However, today’s hole location is nestled back 
right (29-4R), sloping left to right. Even though the player will have a short club in her hand, I would suspect that 
the left and potentially back greenside bunkers will see some action today.  

4 4 421 Today’s tee location is not quite as far forward as yesterday. With today’s hole location at 23-6L, the ideal 
approach is from the right side of the fairway to have a good look at the flag. Regardless, due to the contour of 
this green, the player will be able to play a shot to the middle left side of the green and it should funnel to the 
hole. This hole played second-hardest of the day yesterday at 4.49 strokes. 

5 3 154 There is not much room for error in club selection on this downhill par 3 with the hole at 5-4L. The player will have 
to negotiate the water hazard today to an area of the green that is only 15 yards deep, putting a premium on 
shotmaking. The green slopes slightly left to right in that portion of the green.  

6 5 488 Today’s tees were not set as far back as yesterday (+7) on this teeing ground. There may be some players who can 
still hit this green in two, but today’s hole location is not nearly as accessible as yesterday. It is tucked at 26-5R 
between two knobs on the green and protected by two greenside bunkers front right.  

7 4 415 Today’s teeing ground is back at the scorecard yardage. The fairway bunker will come into play for just the 
longest hitters, opening up the fairway width for everyone else. Today’s hole location is just short of middle at 19-
5L and more accessible than yesterday but nestled against the ridge in the middle of the green. An approach just 
short right of this hole is the ideal place to putt from.  

8 3 140 This downhill short par 3 will play to a front hole at 5-7L. With the water in front and no immediate backstop, the 
player will be required to control her distance to get close to the hole. Putting should be straightforward if the 
ball is placed in the front quadrant of the green. 

9 4 392 Today’s teeing ground is slightly back from yesterday and the strategy from tee to green will not waver much. 
However, today’s hole location at 30-9R should be more difficult to get close to. The hole is nestled just right of 
the ridge in the middle-back portion of the green and slopes left to right. An approach missed back left will leave 
a slippery putt coming down the hill. The safe play is to the right of the flag and a chip from the closely mown area 
right of the green should not be too difficult, either. 

10 4 386 With today’s hole location at 8-4R, the ideal tee shot will be positioned on the left side. The green slopes right to 
left and back to front in that portion of the green. If the player ends up in the right greenside bunker, she will have 
a challenging recovery shot. The best place to miss is front left; a putt from beyond the hole will be quick. 

11 5 526 The strategy on this hole from tee to green will not waver from yesterday; however, the third shot will be better 
played from the right side of the fairway. The hole is located at 28-5L on the top tier. It may be a little more 
difficult to access, but putting should be straightforward. 

12 4 405 Playing as the toughest hole on the course yesterday at 4.51 strokes, the tee has remained on the forward 
alternate tee. Today’s hole location is at 14-6R, more accessible, but the player should be wary of the bunker just 
beyond the hole. The player will be able to utilize the slope to the right of the green to funnel her shot to the hole 
if she decides to take that route.  

13 4 183 This par 3 is playing a bit longer than yesterday and will require a more accurate shot to the narrowest part of the 
green. The hole is located at 25-5L. Shots played from any of the bunkers on this hole will remain challenging up 
and downs. 



14 4 363 From tee to green, this hole will not play much different than yesterday; however, the hole is on the front-left 
portion of the green today (8-3L), much more accessible. The left greenside bunkers may see more action today if 
club selection is not quite right. Those bunkers shots will both be downhill to the hole.  

15 4 374 This hole will play slightly shorter than yesterday due to the hole location at 16-4R, hugging the right side of the 
green near the greenside bunker. The green slopes from right to left in that portion of the green so the best play is 
to the left or short left of the hole. If the player’s approach is missed in the front greenside bunker, she will have a 
hard time getting it close with the green sloping away from her.  

16 3 170 Today’s teeing ground was pushed up to the next tee and the hole should play easier than yesterday. The hole 
location today is at 11-5R, tucked behind the right greenside bunker. If the player decides to play safe to the 
middle of the green, she will encounter a slippery downhill putt to the hole. 

17 5 532 With today’s hole location at 8-4L, the hole will not play much different than yesterday. However, the best angle 
of approach will be from the right side on her third shot. With no major green contours on that side of the green, 
the hole should be very accessible and putting should be relatively simple if distance control is correct. The 
player will need to avoid the water hazard front of and left of the green. 

18 4 408 The finishing hole will play downhill to a narrow fairway of 22 yards. The best angle into this green could be from 
either side of the fairway to this accessible hole at 23-6R. The best place to miss is short on the green, however 
due to the mild slope that the hole is on, the putt will be a breaking one from just about all angles. 

 

Front 9 – 3,276 

Back 9 – 3,347 

Total – 6,623 


