
 

 

 

118th  U.S. Open Championship 
Golf Course Setup Notes – Round 2 (Friday, June 15, 2018) 

Prepared by Jeff Hall, USGA 
 
General Golf Course Comments – The golf course is in excellent condition. We are 
extremely pleased with the agronomics and presentation. Our goal with today’s 
agronomic preparation is to present a very similar golf course today as was presented 
yesterday. 

 

Green Speeds – Putting greens have been appropriately prepared from a speed and 
firmness perspective. We expect putting green speeds to be in the area of 11 feet, 6 
inches by mid-day. 

 
Firmness – Putting greens were hand watered to replenish moisture for both turf health 
and firmness. 

 
Weather Forecast: 
GENERAL WEATHER 
Despite a mostly clear sunrise, look for clouds to increase from the north by mid- 
morning. The upper-level disturbances spinning around an area of low pressure in New 
England was supposed to stay farther north and east today, just giving us a mix of sun 
and clouds. However, over the last 12-18 hours it has been trending closer to the 
Hamptons and that is why we are now expecting a period of mostly cloudy skies from 
mid-morning through mid-afternoon with a 60 percent chance of seeing some 
sprinkles. Fortunately, meaningful rainfall doesn’t appear as likely with just a 20 percent 
chance of at least one-tenth of an inch. It will be breezy at times this morning before 
becoming lighter and more variable this afternoon (details below). Dewpoints will stay in 
the 50s today and the other big difference today will be the cooler temps, with highs only 
in the upper 60s. Once today's system exits this evening (skies should try to start 
clearing before sunset), we'll find a mainly clear and cool night tonight with lows in the 
mid-50s. There may be a couple patches of fog around dawn Saturday thanks to light 
winds, otherwise mostly sunny skies Saturday morning will heat temps back up around 
80 degrees Saturday afternoon. We may see a few more high clouds drift in our 
direction Saturday afternoon from the west, but the more likely increase in clouds on the 
western horizon should come Sunday afternoon. Dewpoints in the 50s Saturday will be 
up on Sunday as well climbing above 60 by the end of the day. That warmer and more 
humid air moving into the area on Sunday afternoon (highs close to 80 again) is in 
advance of the next, somewhat disorganized, storm system for early next week. 

 
WINDS 
Light winds below 10 mph to start this morning will pick up by 8 a.m., getting up around 
10 mph with gusts of 15-plus mph through lunchtime. Winds this morning will begin from 
the northwest and move to come more from the north at noon. Then the forecast calls 
for the north wind early this afternoon to let up as it turns to the east and eventually the 
south later this afternoon with speeds mainly staying below 10 mph. Tonight will feature 
light flow out of the southwest to northwest. Light winds most of Saturday morning will be 
in the 4-8 mph range, picking up to around 10 mph just before lunchtime as the onshore 
flow sets up for the afternoon hours. Southwest winds Saturday afternoon should stay in 
the 8-16 mph range. Sunday's forecast is very similar with maybe a little less northwest 
flow early, more so from the west – regardless the afternoon onshore flow is nearly 
identical Sunday afternoon as compared to Saturday afternoon. 



 

 
 

The only subtle differences Sunday afternoon is that it should be a little more from the 
south/southwest with 10-20 mph a bit more likely, especially near 5-8 p.m. Sunday. 

 
Setup Information 
The following are the specific hole yardages (tee to hole location) for Round 2: 

 

Hole 1 (par 4) – 411 
Today’s Wind: NNW (Against and from the right) 
Fairway Widths: 28-58 yards depending on how aggressive a player is from the tee 
Hole Location: 30-10L 
Notes: Look for most players to lay up into the widest portion of the fairway to get into 
proper position. The back hole location, although fairly accessible, will bring the steep, 
closely mown area over this green into play. 

 
Hole 2 (par 3) – 234 
Today’s Wind: NNW (A hurting, left-to-right 
crosswind) 
Hole Location: 29-10L 
Notes: We are using the penultimate tee (approximately 25 yards forward of the back 
tee). Today’s hole location is well protected by the left greenside bunker. The shoulder 
that works off that bunker feeds balls from left to right away from the hole location. Putts 
from the right of the hole location will have some right-to-left break. Putts from the 
center of the green but short of hole high will be uphill and rather slow as they will be 
uphill and into the breeze. 

 
Hole 3 (par 4) – 499 
Today’s Wind: NNW (A hurting, left-to-right crosswind) 
Fairway Widths: 32-35 yards in the drive zone 
Hole Location: 17-6L 
Notes: The tee shot is much more difficult with today’s wind direction (only 57 percent of 
players found the fairway in Round 1). The hole location is on a pretty steady back-to-
front slope. Players putting from above this hole will be faced with a quick putt. It played 
as the second-most difficult hole in Round 1. Many players have been able to drive it to 
the bottom of the hill with the prevailing breeze during practice. Look for that to again be 
the case today. Some second shots will be played from an awkward downhill lie. 

 
Hole 4 (par 4) - 476 
Today’s Wind: NNW (Downwind and from the right) 
Fairway Widths: 34-36 yards in drive zone 
Hole Location: 17-9R 

Notes: The fourth hole will play with the breeze, and the longer the players advance the 
ball down the fairway, the better the angle they will have to today’s middle-right hole 
location. With the downwind second shot, the fall-off right and behind this hole location 
may come into play. 

 
Hole 5 (par 5) - 583 
Today’s Wind: NNW (A hurting, left-to-right crosswind) 
Fairway Widths: 33-44 yards in drive zone 
Hole Location: 12-7R 

Notes: The fifth hole played as the easiest in Round 1. Despite the fact that today’s 
hole location is well protected by the front-right bunker and the false front of the putting 
green, look for that to continue in Round 2. 



 

 
 

Hole 6 (par 4) – 492 
Today’s Wind: NNW (right-to-left crosswind) 
Fairway Widths: 37-71 yards in the drive zone 
Hole Location: 24-15R 
Notes: With today’s wind forecast, we have moved the markers back to the primary tee 
on the sixth hole. The carry over the natural sandy area and bunker is approximately 
240 yards. Today’s hole location is fairly accessible but putts from above this location 
will be quick. 

 
Hole 7 (par 3) – 184 
Today’s Wind: NNW (Helping and from the right) 
Hole Location: 15-7L 
Notes: A precise tee shot is required to offer a good birdie chance. The hole location is 
behind the left greenside bunkers. Balls that get past the hole location with any pace will 
feed left and long off this putting green. A miss over the back of the green will result in 
an extremely difficult recovery. 

 
Hole 8 (par 4) – 448 
Today’s Wind: NNW (Downwind and from the right) 
Fairway Widths: 53-61 in the drive zone 
Hole Location: 26-10R 
Notes: The downwind nature of this hole will help players get the ball farther down the 
fairway, which will provide a better angle to today’s back-right hole location. A 
pronounced shoulder on the front right of this putting green will be in play today as 
players try to take on this hole location. 

 
Hole 9 (par 4) – 482 
Today’s Wind: NNW (Downwind) 
Fairway Widths: 41-44 yards in drive zone 
Hole Location: 15-14L 
Notes: Players will use the helping breeze to get a shorter second shot into this 
challenging par 4. The second shot is uphill to a bowl-like green. Balls beyond the hole 
location will result in a downhill chance at birdie. 

 
Hole 10 (par 4) – 404 
Today’s Wind: NNW (Left to right and slightly helping crosswind) 

Fairway Widths: 47 yards at the top of the hill; 37-44 yards at the bottom of the hill. 
Hole Location: 7-15L 
Notes: Tee markers are placed on the left tee today. Players have a choice from the tee 
– lay up to the top of the hill resulting in a “level” second shot and a full view of the 
putting green or take the tee shot to the bottom of the hill and be faced with a shorter 
second shot but one that is extremely uphill and semi-blind. Most players in Round 1 
opted for the bottom-of-the-hill approach. Today’s front hole location will be challenging 
to get to as a shot that comes up short will roll back some 30-plus yards. Putts from past 
this hole will be downhill, but back against the breeze. 

 
Hole 11 (par 3) – 153 
Today’s Wind: NNW (Against and slightly from the left) 
Hole Location: 15-10L 
Notes: The shortest hole on the course, but one of Shinnecock’s most challenging. The 
angle at which the putting green sits places a premium on distance control. 



 

 
 

A miss long and left will result in a very difficult recovery especially as it will be playing 
down breeze from that position. 

 
Hole 12 (par 4) – 476 
Today’s Wind: NNW (Against and slightly from the left) 
Fairway Widths: 29-30 
Hole Location: 25-9L 
Notes: The tee shot on the 12th hole proved to be one of the most difficult in Round 1. It 
was hit by only 57 percent of the field yesterday. Today’s back-left hole location is well 
protected by a mound within the putting green. That mound will impact putts from short 
of the hole location. There is a shoulder that extends from the right fringe into the putting 
green and it can be used to feed balls toward this hole location. 

 
Hole 13 (par 4) – 360 
Today’s Wind: NNW (Downwind and from the right) 
Fairway Widths: 24-48 in drive zone depending on how aggressive the player is off the 
tee 
Hole Location: 26-15R 
Notes: The tees have been moved up 22 yards from the tee sign. We will likely see 
some players try to drive the putting green. While the hole measures 343 yards from tee 
to hole location as the “crow flies.” That yardage equates to 328 yards actual distance 
based on the downhill nature of the tee shot (shot with a laser using the gradient 
function). It is also 298 yards to carry the large bunker short of the green and 301 yards 
to carry the fescue. Today’s hole location is pretty accessible, but players will have to be 
mindful of the fall-off right and behind the hole location. A pronounced slope in the green 
left of the hole location will also have an impact on play today. 

 
Hole 14 (par 4) – 511 
Today’s Wind: NNW (Against and from the left) 
Fairway Widths: 34-42 in drive zone 
Hole Location: 13-7L 
Notes: The 14th hole played as the most difficult in Round 1. With today’s wind direction 
that trend may well continue. The hole will play 20-plus yards shorter today with a 
middle-left hole location. Players can bounce the ball into this green through the 
approach. 

 
Hole 15 (par 4) – 420 
Today’s Wind: NNW (Against) 
Fairway Widths: 33-41 in drive zone 
Hole Location: 25-11R 
Notes: The elevated tee shot is really impacted by the headwind on this hole. The green 
was hit in regulation only 45 percent of the time in Round 1 despite the 15th hole’s short 
yardage. Today’s hole location is back right and balls that travel past this hole location 
can run off the back of this green into the closely mown area. 

 
Hole 16 (par 5) – 610 
Today’s Wind: NNW (Downwind and from the right) 
Fairway Widths: 40-45 in the drive zone 
Hole Location: 11-7R 
Notes: The 16th hole played as the second easiest in Round 1 (4.91 stroke average) 
look for that to continue in Round 2 given the helping nature of the wind. Today’s hole 
location is front right, which is well protected by the front-right bunker. Putts from 
beyond this hole location can be fast but will be back into the breeze. 



 

 
 

 
Hole 17 (par 3) – 169 
Today’s Wind: NNW (Against) 
Hole Location: 7-16L 
Notes: Today’s middle-left hole location is well protected by the front-left greenside 
bunker complex. A knob in the putting green beyond and left of the hole location will 
impact putts from beyond and left. 

 
Hole 18 (par 4) – 490 
Prevailing Wind: NNW (Downwind and from the left) 
Fairway Widths: 41-51 yards 
Hole Location: 25-12R 

Notes: Challenging tee shot, even when downwind because the hole turns from right to 
left, but the slope of the fairway cants from left to right. Today’s hole location is in the 
middle plateau and is pretty accessible. 

 
Total yardage 
Front 9 – 3,809 (par 35) 
Back 9 – 3,593 (par 35) 

Total – 7,402 (par 70) 


